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PLANTS 
IN ECOLOGY 
AND DESIGN

‘100 Plants’ offers insight into Delhi’s ecology, 
guiding landscape architects and gardeners to 
cultivate sustainable, bio-diverse urban landscapes. 
It is an essential resource for all plant enthusiasts.

We were delighted when we first heard about Geeta Wahi Dua’s 
‘100 Plants: Trees | Shrubs | Grasses of Forest Types of Delhi 

Region’, especially because it is a book coming directly from the sphere of 
landscape architecture — and from a landscape architect — that draws 
urgent attention to ecology and highlights the importance of planting 
the right species in the right place.
 Landscape architecture wields an immense power in shaping the 
ground beneath our feet and the cities we inhabit. Landscapers make big 
decisions that sculpt and shape our cityscapes. They make choices about 
which plants cohabitate the city with us and in effect how our urban 
habitats are shaped for many years to come. With India’s cities growing 

rapidly, there is now more pressure than ever on our landscapes, our natural ecosystems, 
and the wildlife they support. Can our expanding cities continue to support wildlife 
that lives in and around them? Can we design our gardens and landscapes in a way 
that they aren’t thirsty and need constant care and maintenance? 
In other words, can we create truly self-sustaining cities? This 
book about Delhi’s native plants provides some of the answers 
and opens a window for landscapers to ‘read’ a landscape for 
what it is, and make planting decisions that incorporate plants 
that are adapted to growing in Delhi’s different soils and 
micro-habitats.
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 The book begins by inviting you to ‘look’ at Delhi from a lens that has been 
hidden in plain sight all this while. Throughout the book, you see Delhi not through 
its political boundaries (current or past), nor its political boundaries or cultural 
histories, but through the ground that the city stands on: Delhi’s 4 distinct landform 
types, the kind of soils that they hold, and the forest types that they support. This 
forms the foundation on which the book builds and goes on to describe the plants 
that each landform type supports.
 As a landscape architect, the author with an understanding of Delhi’s ecology 
tries to bridge an important gap between the domains of landscape architecture and 
urban ecology. This book, at once, invites practicing architects and gardeners to pay 
close attention to Delhi’s ecology, and ecologists to look at plants from their aesthetic 
and functional appeal in a landscape.
 Whether you are a gardener or a practicing landscape designer, the book contains 
a treasure trove of information about Delhi’s native plants and how you can use 
them in your gardens, not just for supporting biodiversity but also for their aesthetic 
appeal through different seasons. It also contains some bonus ‘cultural information’ 
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100 PLANTS extends the 
knowledge of different plant 
species belonging to the 
Northern Tropical Dry Deciduous 
Forests and Northern Tropical 
Thorn Forests of India covering 
arid and semi-arid regions of 
Delhi for their imagination as 
potential design elements in 
diverse contexts in landscape 
architecture. It is hoped that 
the book will help to inform 
and enrich the art of designing, 
restoring, and stabilizing 
sites with these climatically 
adapted species for curating 
new experiential, functional, 
and sustainable sites in many 
interesting ways.
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about each plant. It lays out all the information you need about the region’s native plants, 
from their growth characteristics and when they bloom, to the types of soil and moisture 
regimes they prefer. It even lists the character of foliage of trees and the ‘form’ of shrubs, and 
includes recommendations of where to plant them in a landscape. All this information is 
laid out across a concise spread that you can look at in a single glance. Best of all, it includes 
species from the usually-overlooked and much-neglected grass family. Informed, crisp, 
and concise, this book is an indispensable guide for Delhi’s planners garden designers, and 
horticulturists, and a must-have for all of the capital city’s plant lovers.
 We hope that this book is a stepping stone for many more such guides to come, those 
that can communicate the beauty of native plants with vivid photographs and illustrations, 
replete with examples of sustainable gardens in Delhi that have already made the ‘switch’ 
to using indigenous species. Delhi will soon, perhaps, grapple with climate change and 
water-stress, and if there’s any hope in resilience, it’s offered by indigenous species that have 
evolved to thrive in extreme climes. The landscape architecture and gardening professions 
are at the forefront of bringing our indigenous plants back into peoples’ focus.


